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Adopts a Landmark Resolution

History matters.  That was the theme of Time Magazine’s Managing Editor Richard Stengel when he introduced readers to thirty pages of Theodore Roosevelt’s importance to our culture.  Stengel’s words, in the July 3, 2006 issue of  Time, were: “Being an American is not based on a common ancestry, a common religion, even a common culture – it’s based on accepting an uncommon set of ideas.  And if we don’t understand those ideas, we don’t value them; and if we don’t value them, we don’t protect them.” 

  Those words opened the plenary session of the July 2006 meeting of the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA).  Jim Posewitz, executive director of Orion The Hunters’ Institute, noteworthy hunting ethics author and long-time MWF member was the lead-off speaker in the plenary session. WAFWA represents 23 states and Canadian provinces, spanning from Alaska to Texas and Saskatchewan to Hawaii - an area covering nearly 3.7 million square miles of some of North America’s most wild and scenic country, inhabited by over 1500 premier wildlife species.  The theme of this year’s meeting was “Wildlife as a Public Trust Resource: How do we keep public wildlife public.”  The parade of speakers that followed addressed the ‘uncommon idea’ that since all people in America are free and equal, they can vote – and – they can hunt.

  Historian Daniel Justin Herman, in an article titled Hunting Democracy stated: “American citizens, not those who governed them, were sovereign.  In the U.S., moreover, every adult … enjoyed another right that only kings and aristocrats had held in earlier centuries: the right to hunt. … The right to hunt and the right to make political choices [vote] emerged simultaneously in the U.S.  Author Herman later observed: “At one moment, hunting has operated in American culture as a rite of democracy and at the next [moment], as a rite of aristocracy.  That pendulum swing continues today.” 

  The meeting of the western agencies in Bismarck, North Dakota, the state that molded Theodore Roosevelt’s body, character and values a century ago focused on efforts that diminish the Public Trust Doctine. The Western Association responded to the challenge by adopting a resolution that goes to the heart of what must be done. MWF encourages all fish and wildlife enthusiasts read the resolution, it clearly targets what must done, and it appears to be a place where we can join in common cause with those who share our values, our hopes and our responsibilities as we all embrace the ‘uncommon idea’ that is America. 

  The WAFWA adoption of this resolution is a summons to all hunters and anglers. A challenge to all hunters and anglers and to the agencies that manage our fish and wildlife, “for the benefit of present and future generations of all citizens…” 

  As individual sportsmen and sportswomen, as organized local hunters and anglers, as organized state coalitions such as MWF – we must answer this call to preserve and promote the Public Trust Doctrine. Legislators, local policy makers, agency administrators, and land and water resource managers must all learn and understand the Doctrine. All of us must be people of action holding our fish and wildlife agencies to the task and supporting their efforts to protect the public ownership of fish and wildlife and “reinforce the value of democratic access to wildlife…” The doctrine is what keeps our conservation ethic alive – it is our wildlife’ future.
WAFWA Resolution

WHEREAS,  the Public Trust Doctrine is the keystone component of the North American Model of Fish and Wildlife Conservation; and 

WHEREAS, with origins in ancient, as well as contemporary common law, it mandates that fish and wildlife resources are to be held in trust by government for the benefit of present and future generations of all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, in the United States, the common law basis is the Supreme Court decision in Martin v. Waddell (41 U.S. 367, 1842); and 

WHEREAS, the Doctrine has been manifested in each state and province through their respective legal codes that charter fish and wildlife agencies; and

 WHEREAS, in order for the Doctrine to be effective as law, certain parameters must be met; and 

WHEREAS, the public must be made aware of this Public Trust, and it must be enforceable against the government, and it must be adaptive to contemporary concerns; and 

WHEREAS, public ownership of fish and wildlife has come under challenge in recent years, and all indications suggest these challenges will increase; and

WHEREAS, case law on the Public Trust suggests that fish and wildlife agencies cannot rely on the courts to uphold the Trust; and 

WHEREAS, focused proactive efforts to solidify and strengthen the Trust are warranted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to cooperatively fund and staff development of a strategic plan for strengthening the Public Trust Doctrine among member states and provinces. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to facilitate, in cooperation with The Wildlife Society and The Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, the legal analysis of Public Trust status in member states and provinces. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to communicate the existence and importance of the Public Trust Doctrine to internal and external stakeholders. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to advocate, using all available communication tools, reinforcement of hunting as a legitimate use of wildlife consistent with the Public Trust Doctrine. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to conduct outreach to demonstrate the highest standards of ethics and respect for wildlife, and reinforce the value of democratic access to wildlife in a free society. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to engage universities and other academic institutions to encourage inclusion of the Public Trust Doctrine and related principles in fish and wildlife curricula. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has agreed to publish the 2006 annual conference plenary session proceedings as a stand alone reprint to facilitate outreach and education concerning the Public Trust Doctrine. 

Adopted in Convention

Bismarck, North Dakota
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