Governor Promotestc "Governor Promotes"
National Hunting and Fishing Day,tc "National Hunting and Fishing Day,"
Anti-Poaching Program and MWF Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics 

Announcing Montana’s support for National Hunting and Fishing Day at a press 
conference September 22, Governor Brian Schweitzer has also endorsed and is promoting a new Montana Wildlife Federation ‘Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics’ and a new Fish, Wildlife and Parks anti-poaching campaign, ‘Enough is Enough’. 

  The code was developed by a committee of MWF members from across Montana that worked together for more than a year and is the first step of MWF leading a multi-year effort to improve responsible and ethical hunter and angler behavior. The ‘Ten Rules of Conduct’ include 60 behavior’s that promote solid conservation principles, better private landowner/sportsmen relations, fair chase pursuit, safety and other ethical actions that will  help to ensure hunting and fishing remain an important, respected part of our Montana culture.

  Pulling his personal copy of the free code ‘wallet card’ from his hunting and fishing license plastic retainer sleeve, Governor Schweitzer addressed the crowd by saying “I carry my code of ethics with me right along side my hunting and fishing licenses – do you folks have yours?” He went on to say that, “Montana remains extremely proud of its natural and wildlife resources, and the conservation of these resources is one of the most important responsibilities we have to this and future generations. These two programs will go a long way to ensure that Montana hunters and anglers will always be welcome by the public and they won’t have to compete against wildlife poachers.”

  The second program he referenced and promoted is the new ‘Enough is Enough’ Fish, Wildlife and Parks anti-poaching campaign. In partnership with MWF, the Montana Bowhunters Association, and The Montana Outfitters and Guides Association , FWP is sending a very clear signal to large poaching rings, “enough is enough, we don’t want you here, there is no room in Montana for poachers and we are watching”. Montana is one of the few states in the country where convicted poachers now face jail time and hefty fines. FWP said that law enforcement in more recent years has been tracking as many as 30 to 40 big-time poacher operations at any given time.  

  “While it’s important that we recognize the importance of hunting and angling to Montana, it’s equally important that hunters and anglers behave in an ethical way and that we step up our efforts to stop an ever-growing organized and professional poaching problem in Montana,” Governor Schweitzer said. “People are stealing our biggest and best wildlife – our wildlife. The bottom line is it’s all about money and we’re taking a harder line.”

  To obtain your free code ‘Rules of Conduct’ wallet card or a copy of the full ‘Hunters and Anglers Code of Ethics’ contact MWF, 800-517-7256 or email mwf@mtwf.org. tc "Anti-Poaching Program and MWF Hunter and Angler Code of Ethics "
