MWF and Sportsmen Speak Out Against Roadless Rule Amendment

  Missoula, September 9, 2004 - Five Western Montana sportsmen took time off from hunting and work to emotionally recount the tremendous value’s of roadless areas to hunters, anglers and wildlife. Six million acres of Montana’s National Forest, including popular hunting and fishing areas in the Bitterroot, the Kootenai, the Rocky Mountain Front and other critical lands for Montana’s world-class hunting heritage are affected by this proposed Amendment. Sportsmen and sportswomen recognizing the value of these lands are increasingly speaking out against amending the Roadless Area Conservation Rule to allow substantial roading in our national forests for mineral and timber extraction.

  “These roadless areas anchor the best habitat security available in our forests”, said Stan Rauch of Victor, Natural Trails and Waters Coalition Coordinator.

  Stan, a lifelong bow hunter, sportsman and conservationist, introduced the issue and the panel to the press. Retired forester, John Grove of Stevensville, spoke to the values of and connections between family traditions and wildlands. Native Montanan, lifelong sportsman, president of MWF affiliate, Ravalli Fish and Wildlife Association and Stevensville Citizen of the Year Dale Burk, spoke of his early experiences when his grandmother walked with him in what is now the Great Bear Wilderness.

  He was 8 years old. To him, the glory of protecting roadless areas and wilderness in their present state is that they provide secure habitats for wildlife and public outdoor recreation areas that can be handed down to future generations. “I want my granddaughter to experience the wild just as I did with my grandmother,” said Burke.

  Third generation Montanan, and Montana Wildlife Federation Treasurer, Bill Orsello justified the roadless protection of the last 12% of our forests saying that whether you are a hunter, angler, backpacker, backcountry horse traveler or have never visited these unique areas – “they benefit all people.” 

  The final speaker, Jim Onderko lost an arm in an industrial accident but is still an avid bow hunter. As a diehard backcountry hunter, Jim doesn’t believe that roads are necessary for good handicap hunting opportunities and that the excuse should not be used by fellow handicapped sportsmen. “We need to think more about the habitat than our personal opportunities,” said Jim.  

  The comment deadline originally set for September has been extended to a date after the election, November 15, 2004. You can access the Rule at http://roadless.fs.fed.us. Send your comments to ATTN: Roadless State Petitions, USDA Forest Service, PP.O.Box 221090, Salt Lake City, UT 84122 or email them to statepetitionroadless@fs.fed.us.

Hunting Tops National Forest Use  

  The recently released results of a National Visitor Use Monitoring Project, a survey requested by Congress to better understand public use of our national forests, identified that the greatest percentage of  visitors to the 975,000 acre Helena National Forest, 36 percent,  listed hunting as their primary activity. 

  The survey on public use of our 155 national forests was begun in 2000. Nationwide, it is estimated that over 204 million people visited our national forests in 2003. 

  In a news story about the release, Dave Payne, a recreation planner for the Helena National Forest, said that the Helena National Forest between October 2002 and September 2003 saw about 529,000 visitors. “This survey gives us something to think about as we plan for forest use,” said Payne.  He also believes the information can be beneficial to businesses and communities near forests that plan business approaches targeting forest users.

FWP Releases New Draft Elk Management Plan

  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) have released a new Elk Plan Environmental Assessment (EPEA) for public comment. For the most part, FWP has been managing elk under statewide goals, populations objectives, management strategies and management guidelines that were formulated in 1992. In November 2002, FWP and the FWP Commission decided to develop a new plan due to the many changes Montana has experienced over the past decade including landownership and use patterns, population dynamics, public hunting and access demands, ecological considerations and impacts to landowners. For instance, in many hunting districts harvest quotas are not being met due to lack of public access. The number of elk harboring situations where some landowners are prohibiting public hunting or limiting hunting to commercial venues is causing some elk populations to increase resulting in crop damage to neighboring lands. 

  The resulting Plan, after public input, will guide the agencies management of elk and  YOUR elk hunting opportunities for years to come.

  The new EPEA presents two alternatives for public consideration with comments taken until November 9, 2004. FWP has scheduled public meetings in each of the seven FWP regions beginning in October.  The EPEA and schedule for public meetings are available on-line at www.fwp.state.mt.us or by requesting a hard copy in a postcard or note to Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Elk Plan EA, Wildlife Division, PO Box 200701, Helena, MT. 59620. All written comments can be sent to the same address or will also be accepted by FWP personnel at the public meetings.

FWP Expands Web-site to Include State Big Game Records

  In the past couple of years the FWP web site has become a favorite Internet destination for hunters, anglers and those who enjoy state parks and wildlife viewing. Now, just in time for big game hunting season, a new page has been added featuring Montana’s big game records.

  “For the first time we have a place where hunters can get all the information they need on entering a trophy animal in the record book, Montana’s all-time big game records, minimum qualifying scores and more,” said Lorraine Karwaski, FWP hunter education program assistant who helped assemble the pages. 

  “Hunters and wildlife watchers will especially enjoy the largest body weights on record for various Montana big game species. Here you learn the largest black bear taken in Montana weighed 505 pounds and the largest grizzly bear taken weighed an amazing 1,102 pounds whole,” Karwaski said. “Not to be outdone, the largest elk weighed 1,010.”

  The site also offers reminders on hunting and outdoor ethics and features some great wildlife photos and illustrations.

  “While these pages honor the larger specimens of big game in Montana, most hunters know that any game animal taken in fair chase, no matter the size, is a trophy worthy of respect and admiration,” Karwaski said.
  The big game record page is at www.fwp.state.mt.us, click on Hunting and then Planning a Hunt.

Council Finalizes Block Management Recommendations

  The Private Land/Public Wildlife Council announced 11 final recommendations that will be offered to the Governor and the 59th Montana Legislature calling for continuing and enhancing Montana’s Block Management Hunting Access Enhancement Program.  Council members also voiced support for continuing two other Fish, Wildlife, & Parks programs, the Private Land Fishing Access Program and Habitat Montana. 

  Four recommendations propose new, additional sources of funding for access programs, while other recommendations call for creating new license incentives for participating landowners, modifying current landowner incentives, improving program maps and materials, and hiring more game wardens and seasonal staff.

  Over the past 18 months, the PL/PW Council has reviewed the progress of the Block Management program and developed a consensus that the program should not only be continued, but enhanced.  

  The council developed recommendations for additional funding based on the realization that without additional revenue, the program would need to be downsized.  Rather than downsizing, the council is recommending the program be expanded to accommodate additional landowners and hunters, and to allow for needed growth to address regional public hunting access and wildlife management needs.

  For 2004, over 1,250 landowners have enrolled more than 8.8 million acres in the program. Last year more than 80,000 hunters spent more than 450,000 days hunting on Block Management Areas.

   More information about the PL/PW Council and their recommendations is available at www.fwp.state.mt.us/hunting/plpw , or by contacting Alan Charles, FWP Coordinator of Landowner/Sportsman Relations, at (406)444-3798, acharles@state.mt.us, or PO Box 200701, Helena, MT  59620.

New Land Ownership Map Resources Available On NRIS Web Page
  The Montana Natural Resource Information System of the Montana State Library has completed a cooperative project with Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks to produce new electronic private and public land ownership map resources for the State of Montana. 
  New mapping technology and data resources have enabled FWP to work cooperatively with NRIS staff to develop accurate Montana land ownership maps. The new maps will enable hunters to better identify ownership and boundaries of Montana’s public and private lands.   
  Two new maps are available. One map highlights private land ownership, while the other map highlights public land ownership.   To view both maps, visit the NRIS website at:  http://nris.state.mt.us/gis/ownmaps.asp.   A link to this site is also available through the FWP website at: http://fwp.state.mt.us/hunting/hunteraccess/toolkit.html.
  The new Private Land Ownership Identification maps depict any contiguous tract of land greater than 40 acres owned by a single party.   A corresponding table lists the owner of the tract, while the Public Land Ownership Maps provide a detailed identification of public land ownership and lands managed under public and private trusts and easements.   Maps are built using the USGS 1:100,000 scale topographic map boundaries as the indexing system, which is the same system used for BLM Surface Management maps.   Key source data for the maps are provided by the Montana Natural Heritage Program, the Montana Department of Administration (cadastral database), and the Montana Department of Revenue.   
  According to Alan Charles, FWP Coordinator of Landowner/Sportsman Relations, “The wildlife agency initiated the Private Land Ownership Identification Map Project in response to legislation enacted in 1999, which required hunters to obtain landowner permission before hunting on private land. At that time, most hunters agreed that obtaining landowner permission was a reasonable requirement, but they also stressed how difficult it was to identify who owned land in many areas. To address that issue, the Legislature included provisions that required FWP to   ‘work cooperatively….with all state and federal land management agencies…to develop accurate land ownership maps… in the State.’” 
  Map ownership information is current as of July 2004, and will be updated on an annual basis. All maps are provided in PDF format, and are produced to scale at 1:100,000, resulting in a finished map size of, at a minimum, 36” X 30”.  The maps are best suited for printing on a large plotter, but can be viewed with a regular Adobe Acrobat Viewer.   Neither NRIS nor FWP will produce any printed maps.

Game Farm News

  Phillips County, MT. - Three captive raised, sub-adult bull elk escaped from a Phillips County game farm in late August. FWP authorities were notified by the game farm operators on August 24 that three elk were loose after they discovered a gate left unlocked had been knocked open by bulls rubbing their antlers on the mechanism.

  The farm owners, with assistance from an FWP game warden, were able to round up two of the elk the following day, August 25, and the third bull returned to the farm enclosure on August 26. The responsible owners have corrected the gate problem.

  Montana Game Farmer Continues Shooting Elk - In the last MWF newspaper, Aug/Sept. edition, we reported on the legal cases against game farm owner Charles Taylor, Big Sky Elk Ranch near Moore, Montana. Taylor was charged with 3 counts of illegally accepting a fee for the shooting of game farm penned elk (canned hunting) but a local jury dismissed the charges believing he had not directly violated the law by selling the animal and then allowing clients to shoot the animal they had purchased on the farm property. State and county attorneys suggested it was a veiled attempt to end-run the law and that he did so by finding a loophole to hide the shooting fee.
  Apparently, his acquittal and believing he is not directly violating the law by selling an animal, changing the ownership title, and then allowing the new owner to “slaughter” the animal as they see fit –shooting the animal as if hunting – is good enough for Taylor’.  State records indicate that Taylor is again testing state law that intended to makes it illegal to conduct what is often referred to as “canned hunts’. So far in September, Taylor has conducted at least six (6) such deals for bull elk and others for cow elk. 

  Ottawa, Ontario – On the heels of a newly released report by a panel of international wildlife experts, Chronic Wasting (CWD) Disease in Canadian Wildlife (July 2004), the Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF) has renewed their efforts to have government officials decommission game farms in Canada. 

  The report, prepared by four Canadian scientist and two American experts, concluded that CWD “…is arguably the most important issue in the management of free-living (wild) cervids in North America. The disease has the potential to reduce cervid populations in the long-term, and to create major socio-economic impacts as observed in other areas in North America.” According to the report, 40 game farms in Saskatchewan and 3 game farms in Alberta have been identified as CWD infected. It is believed that it was introduced into Saskatchewan game farms in the late 1980s through the importation of CWD-infected game farm elk that were shipped from South Dakota. CWD was subsequently detected in 2000 in wild deer within proximity to several infected game farms.  

  Saskatchewan field studies indicate that CWD has become predominantly established in three regions of the province. The report states that “by far the greatest number (29 animals) have come from the Saskatchewan Landing Area north of Swift Current…”  This area is, as the crow flies, just over 100 miles from the Montana border. 

  The report goes on to say that, “The panel concludes that the emergence of CWD in free-living mule deer and white-tailed deer in Saskatchewan warrants an aggressive regional and national management and research response to prevent further spread of CWD and to control or eliminate the disease in wild cervids.”  The report is available at: http://wildlife.usask.ca

  Washington – The State of Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission recently voted to prohibit the importation of any whole deer or elk carcasses or any body parts that contain the bone or parts of the central nervous system after September 1, 2004. The importation ban is limited to animals coming from, including hunter harvested animals, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico, Wisconsin, Illinois, South Dakota, or Saskatchewan.  Meat that has been de-boned, butchered in the state of origin; antlers and teeth with all soft tissue removed; capes without heads attached; and prepared taxidermy mounts are not included in the ban.  

  The Commission justified the restrictions by saying that, “Recent scientific studies confirm that the infectious agents that cause CWD in deer and elk can transfer from decomposing carcasses into the environment, where they can then infect healthy (wild) animals.”

Colorado – In mid-September the Colorado Division of Wildlife Commission unanimously approved a new regulation that allows hunters whose deer, elk or moose that test positive for CWD using a federally approved testing procedure to be reimbursed the cost of their license and game processing. 

  Some new testing procedures that are being used by private labs have not been approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the results are questionable. Subsequent tests on previously tested animals that were thought to be CWD negative, using the new unapproved procedure, were found to be in error when the approved procedure was used. 

  The new Commission regulation will promote the use of accepted-approved and standardized procedures as the agency seeks the most accurate scientific assessment of how far the disease has spread. U

