MWF Looks at Sportsmen Ethics

  Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) is seeking your opinion and views on hunter and angler ethics. What are critical items that should be included in a “Code of Ethics”?  How can we improve ethical behavior by hunters and anglers?  

  In the widest sense, the term ethics implies unwritten rules by which we conduct and pursue our lives and activities. It has been said that a person’s conduct is an indication of one’s personal code of ethics and that ethical behavior enhances the quality of all our life experiences. Clearly, this is applicable to the conduct by sportspersons. It has also been said that the fate of hunting and fishing is largely dependant on our conduct and ethical behavior. 

  In June 2004, the board of Montana Wildlife Federation adopted a new 5-year Strategic Plan. The Plan calls for MWF to initiate a substantial program that will improve and advocate responsible, ethical sportsperson conduct as an honorable part of Montana society and our hunting and angling heritage. MWF considers hunter and angler ethics a very serious matter.
  Hunters and anglers are guided by two kinds of laws. Written laws hold sportsmen and sportswomen to a high legal standard and are enforced by state and federal authorities. Unwritten laws, rules, are ethics that are often unspoken but that are considered our vows, pledges to be responsible or, if you will, our code of ethics.

  It might seem that developing a “Code of Ethics” for sportsmen an easy task but sportsmen have additional values that must be considered if we are to be judged as ethical. There is nothing illegal with shooting at an animal that may be effectively out of range but is it honorable – ethical. The difference between unethical behavior and ethical is the difference to many private landowners who hold the key to public access to private lands. What about our responsibility, out of respect for the game and personal safety, of being skillful in our pursuits or the need to nurture good conduct in youth? Should these be included within a sportspersons “Code of Ethics”? 

  Some examples of a “Code of Ethics” promoted by organizations include: respect the game you pursue, respect the environment, whether its public or private – always leave the land in better condition than you found it, respect private property, support the concept of “fair chase”, know and obey the law, and acquire essential skills that ensure a safe outdoor experience and clean harvest.

  MWF is seeking your input as we develop an acceptable code by which we can all ascribe. MWF will use the code as a tool to champion responsible, respectable behavior as paths to not only improve sportsmen conduct but to also improve relations with private landowners and the general public.  Please, send your ideas to: MWF, Code of Ethics, PO Box 1175, Helena, MT. 59624 or email, mwf@mtwf.org.u
