I Hunt, I Fish, I Vote
The recent surge in requests for the MWF I Hunt I Fish I Vote! bumper sticker, more than 2,000 have now been distributed to nearly every state in the nation and requests are still coming in, is good evidence that hunters and anglers want decision makers to know that we are watching. 

  In Montana, hunting, fishing and the habitats that sustain our world class wildlife is part of our culture, part of the reason why many of us choose to live here and an economic engine that not only supports many business’s and rural economies but is a major contributor to our quality of life. 

w Montana has the highest per capita hunting participation in the United States at 24 percent. Combined with fishing, hunters and anglers per capita is around 50 percent of our population. 

w Montanans spend more than 2 million days afield hunting elk, deer, antelope and upland game birds each year. 

w Montanans annually spend more than 2 million days fishing. 

w Montana hunters and anglers annually pay $23.8 million in state fuel and income taxes.  

w Montana hunters and anglers supply more than $200 million for salaries and wages supporting 8,000 to 12,000 jobs. 

w For every dollar FWP spends on wildlife, $14.35 comes back to local communities and the Montana economy.

w Hunters spend over $300 million annually in Montana; anglers spend over $422 million annually and wildlife enthusiasts spend more than $391 million. 

w Montana hunters, anglers and wildlife enthusiasts spend, including the associated ripple effect, more than $1 billion each year in Montana. These figures do not calculate in other related expenditures such as the new Fort Peck Hatchery, spending by fish, wildlife and conservation organizations for staff, facilities, and issue work, fish and wildlife oriented publications, private investments in improving private land habitat for fish and wildlife, local community spending to preserve open space or wildlife based real estate and conservation easements.  

w Montana hunters and anglers outnumber union members 9 to 1.

w A 2005, PPL Montana study of Montana residents on quality of life issues found that more than 60 percent of those surveyed believe that access to public lands and waterways and associated opportunities are high priority, serious issues facing the state. 

  Montana’s valuable fish and wildlife, our mountains, forests, wetlands, prairies and the public’s opportunities to enjoy them are increasingly important to the Montana economy. 

Montana Lawmakers Create Sportsmen’s Caucus in Legislature

  In January, realizing the economic benefits, the cultural significance, having a passion for hunting and fishing, and concerned with the many related decisions to be made that will determine our hunting and fishing future, Montana State legislators formally created the Montana Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus. Becoming the 32nd in a national network of state legislative sportsmen’s caucuses - the group will focus on promoting a pro-sportsmen’s agenda in the halls of state government. The Caucus will serve as an identified group of allies willing to stand up for the rights of sportsmen when pertinent legislation is introduced. Members of this Caucus can be counted on to be proactive in protecting the outdoor heritage important to Montana’s residents and economy. 
  ”The Sportsmen’s Caucus is an important step to building coalitions, strengthening opportunities and finding new solutions to enhance outdoor activities throughout Montana,” commented Representative Robin Hamilton (D-Missoula), House Co-Chair of the Caucus. 
  The group of 33 legislators met Jan. 31, having recently elected a bipartisan leadership team. Senators Lane Larson (D-Billings) and Joe Balyeat (R-Bozeman) will serve as Senate Co-Chairs while Representatives Hamilton, Chas Vincent (R-Libby), Mark Blasdel (R-Somers) and Kendall Van Dyk (D-Billings) will lead in the House of Representatives. 
  ”We all want to preserve Montana’s hunting and fishing heritage. The Sportsmen’s Caucus will serve to unite legislators and outdoor interests in order to guide policy decisions so these treasures may be enjoyed by future generations of Montanans,” said Representative Van Dyk. 
  Big Sky Country’s natural resources offer an abundance of recreational opportunity, and the state has more than 460,000 hunters and anglers. More decisions are now made at the state level that impact wildlife management and access to public lands. In 2006, approximately 3,000 bills with authority over hunting, fishing, trapping, sportsmen’s access and conservation were introduced in state legislatures across the country. Having a recognized group of legislators who are focused on these issues and their subsequent economic impact is cause for Montana’s sportsmen and women to celebrate. 
  ”As a sponsor of Montana’s hunting and fishing heritage amendment, I have always been very concerned about these issues. Recently, one worry has been the partisan breakdown on sportsmen’s issues which should be non-partisan, but I believe the Sportsmen’s Caucus can be a remedy to the problem,” noted Senator Balyeat. 
  The Montana Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus is modeled after the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus in the U.S. Congress in Washington, DC, of which Senator Max Baucus serves as Senate Co-Chair and Representative Dennis Rehberg is a member. 
  Through the National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses, sportsmen legislators and the network of conservation partners, caucuses are given information and tools to promote the sportsmen’s agenda. Legislative summaries provided by NASC have helped more than a dozen states with sportsmen’s caucuses decide to pass bans on remote internet hunting schemes and many more caucuses create new youth and apprentice hunting opportunities. Additionally, state legislatures have utilized NASC legislative resources to promote bills that cover topics such as encouraging the expansion of options for voter registration of sportsmen and preserving access to public hunting lands with “no net loss” bills that maintain a minimum number of available acres for hunting. 

  MWF is excited about the formation of the bi-partisan Montana Sportsmen’s Caucus. We hope that hunters and anglers from across Montana will communicate with Caucus members and increase involvement with the Montana legislative process. MWF is currently tracking and is actively involved with around 100 legislative bills that are being considered during the 2007 legislative session. These bills all have impacts to the future of Montana’s wildlife, hunting and fishing heritage. If you want more information about the current legislative session or contact information for your legislator, or you would like to join our volunteer legislative lobbying team and make a difference – please contact: Scott Chehock, MWF Conservation Director of State Issues, (800) 517-7256, schehock@mtwf.org.

  If you would like more information about the Montana Legislative Sportmens Caucus contact Land Tawney, National Wildlife Federation (406) 721-6705, tawney@nwf.org. tc "I Hunt, I Fish, I Vote"
