Affiliate Corner

Some time ago, we informed our readers in the Affiliate Corner about MWF’s increased engagement with our affiliates and the institution of an Affiliate Relations Plan. This Plan includes a comprehensive strategy to enhance the communication link between MWF, our affiliates and Montana sportsmen. 

  In the past few months, MWF has visited clubs in Great Falls, Hamilton, Libby, Kalispell, Bozeman, Glendive, Miles City, and Missoula. Additionally, MWF is organizing regional meetings with FWP and hunting and fishing groups in each of the seven districts. The first of these Regional round tables was held at FWP Region 2 Headquarters in Missoula on January 17, 2007. MWF affiliate clubs, Bitterroot Houndsmen, Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife, Big Sky Upland Bird Association, Hellgate Hunters and Anglers, Public Lands/Water Access Association along with the non-affiliated Selway/Pintler Wilderness Backcountry Horsemen and Bitterroot Backcountry Horsemen were in attendance. For more information call Larry Copenhaver at 1-800-517-7256 or email lcopenhaver@mtwf.org.

Anaconda Sportsmen Club

  Anaconda Sportsmen meet every third Wednesday of the month except in October. They report that they finally were assigned a new FWP fisheries biologist, Jason Lindstrom, after a two year lapse. The club received word of another illegal road closure north of the town of Gold Creek by a non-resident banker on Carten Creek Road that leads to over 20 square miles of state and BLM land. The locked gate is not in accordance with a county commission’s 1907 resolution declaring all existing roads and trails to be public. A pending lawsuit will determine this road’s future.

Big Sky Upland Bird Association (BSUBA)

  BSUBA will monitor and keep current with developments in the upcoming Farm Bill. Their main impetus is to encourage retention of farm programs like the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and others that provide thousands of acres of habitat for upland birds, waterfowl, big game and a long list of other wildlife while urging that a public access component become part of the legislation.

Billings Rod and Gun Club (BRGC)

BRGC is Montana’s largest individual sportsmen’s club with a membership capped at 1800 family memberships; their waiting list is 500 applicants long. BRGC has donated $2500 to MWF to begin the 2007 year - $1500 for our lobbying effort and $1000 for our efforts defending I-143, the Game Farm Reform Initiative.

Bitterroot Houndsmen

  Bitterroot Houndsmen celebrated their first anniversary on January 4, 2007. Bitterroot Houndsmen meets quarterly, embraces three basic principles in their pursuit of fair-chase lion hunting: 1.) harvest quotas must be based on sound biological data; 2.) documentation of lion kills must be handled professionally; 3.) incidental kills should be factored into kill quotas. Their membership has suffered some losses of dogs to wolves while hunting, a situation they believe should be addressed by FWP.

Custer Rod and Gun Club

  Custer Rod and Gun held its annual meeting on January 13, 2007 and reaffirmed its interest in the purchase of the Tongue River Ranch by the State of Montana. The State Land Banking (DNRC) Program would buy approximately 22,000 acres of deeded and public land and convert it into State School Trust land. However, incomplete county road records leave the legality of the road access in question. The high wildlife value and its proximity to Miles City make the Tongue River Ranch a desired property. The asking price exceeds the appraised value by $200,000 which has been supplemented by Pheasants Forever; the deal has been tentatively approved by the Montana State Land Board pending clarification of the access issue.

Dawson County Rod and Gun Club

  Dawson County Rod and Gun Club is the organizer for the local Landowner Appreciation Banquet originated by FWP Region 7 Office to honor Block Management Co-operators. They have donated two gift certificates to be given in appreciation of participating ranchers at the banquet on February 16, 2007.

Flathead Wildlife Inc.

  Flathead Wildlife continues to pursue solutions to counter the proposed Wagner Lane abandonment process. Wagner Lane provides access to Church Slough at an informal FWP Fishing Access Site (FAS). The current proposal would realign the lane and essentially removes boat access opportunities providing only an improvised parking lot 300 feet from the waters edge. State law disallows abandoning a public road that leads to public water; FWI will continue to pursue the issue until it prevails in court, if necessary. 

  FWI also continues to monitor the international situation on the North Fork of the Flathead River on the border of Glacier National Park. Richard Kuhl, a 2007 MWF Conservation Award recipient, monitors the issue, attends all public meetings on the proposed coal mines and coal bed methane developments, and reports on their progress to FWI’s membership pending club action on the issue.

Gallatin Wildlife Association

Gallatin Wildlife Association continues to pursue management solutions and a larger landscape for the wild bison of Yellowstone National Park. GWA is dedicated to returning bison to their natural range in Montana surrounding the Park.

Great Falls Archery 

  Winter leagues are underway on Monday nights at the Archer’s Den in Great Falls. Great Falls Archery meets the first Tuesday of every month. The first outdoor competition will be a “Foul Weather” shoot March 25, 2007 at the Gore Hill Range.

Helena Hunters and Anglers

  Helena Hunters and Anglers meets the 2nd Thursday of every month. The club most recently has been monitoring the Urban Wildlife Task Force proceedings. The Task Force, working with city officials, has been trying to develop a plan that deals with the increasing number of deer that are living and reproducing within city limits.  State law provides that cities and towns can develop plans to reduce wildlife conflicts but does not require FWP to foot the bill with hunter/angler license dollars.

Hellgate Hunters and Anglers

  Hellgate Hunters and Anglers will hold its first Annual Meeting on February 17, 2007 featuring speakers Jim Posewitz, renowned conservation historian, author, and Executive Director of Orion: The Hunters Institute and Steve Doherty, chairman of the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Commission. The banquet will convene at 5PM in Heritage Hall at Fort Missoula. 

  At the regional round table discussion, Hellgate members expressed their concerns and interest in how much effort goes into non-game programs, the disposition of Plum Creek Timber lands as that company proceeds to liquidate their landholdings, and water issues. These three priorities will be their main focus for the next year.

Libby Rod and Gun Club (LR&GC)

LR&GC continues to improve upon their shooting range facility and trap range. The Libby Scattergunners are part and parcel of LR&GC and constitute the strongest element of the club whose fees provide a boost for the treasury and provide maintenance funds for the range.

  LR&GC consented to host a program from the Friends of the Scotchman Peaks Wilderness this Spring. Savage Peak in the proposed wilderness area supports 50 to 65 mountain goats in a popular area for high marking snowmobiles. The proposed 88,000 Acre Scotchman Peaks area is not contentious to the mining or timber industry and was once an integral part of the failed Kootenai Accords agreed upon by loggers and conservationists alike. LR&GC will invite the local snowmobile club to participate in the Spring program.

Meagher County Sportsmen

  Meagher County Sportsmen are upgrading their shooting range facility to address expensive propane costs by constructing connections to commercial power lines. This year’s youth air-rifle competitions and hunter safety courses are kicking off in February.

Medicine River Canoe Club

  Medicine River Canoe Club President, Gil Payne will step down after three years as president this Spring. He has been a key facilitator for providing float-through fences on the Dearborn River and anticipates MRCC will finish that task. Elections will be held in conjunction with a party at 6:30 on February 17, 2007 at FWP Region 4 headquarters on Giant Springs Rd. in Great Falls. Their annual Canoe Safety classes will commence on February 23 and 24 at the Morony Natatorium in Great Falls.

Park County Rod and Gun Club

  Park County president Hayes Goosey along with MWF ED Craig Sharpe and MWF president Chris Marchion, Montana Land Reliance, former Montana Attorney General Joe Mazurek (now in private practice) and DNRC met with Wade Dokken to discuss his plans for the Ameya Preserve on Strickland Creek just south of Livingston. Two sections of landlocked State Land are under consideration for a Land Banking sale to Dokken; many aspects of the sale are under scrutiny by the club and MWF especially the value of the State land sections for wintering elk in the Gallatin Range.

Public Lands/Water Access Association Inc.

  PLAAI has been in communication with new Blaine County Commissioners and is anticipating that the county will address the possibility of declaring Bullwhacker Road a county road. If approved, it will culminate a 3 year effort to define access to almost 100 square miles of public land in the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument.

Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife Association (RCF&WA)

  RCF&WA will be hosting their 80th Anniversary and fundraising banquet on February 17, 2007. At the banquet they will honor the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) for financing the purchase of the Wetzsteon property known as the Lyman Creek Project. RCFWA also donated $5,000 to assure the purchase of this addition to expand the acreage of the Sula State Forest. RMEF sold the land to FWP who then traded the property to DNRC in exchange for trust land on two Bitterroot-area Wildlife Management Areas. 

  RCFWA and the Foundation for the North American Wild Sheep donated $500 and $400 respectively to Biological Virus Screening Company who performed tests on Bighorn sheep captured on the East Fork of the Bitterroot to be transplanted to Utah. Four officers from RCFWA assisted FWP in the capture effort.

Russell Country Sportsmen

  Russell Country continues to stay busy defending our hunting/angling heritage using their grass-roots contacts. Russell Country put a great amount of effort into promoting the Wolf Creek Ranch near Denton as a State Land Banking purchase. The State Land Board voted in January to proceed with the purchase of this wildlife-rich property which will complement the nearby Beckman WMA on the Judith River. 

  Club members have been extremely active in the promotion of the Bridge Access Partnership Bill - SB78.

