CMR Youth Mentoring Hunt
Cultivating ethical youth hunters and youth outdoor interests, the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission, after substantial consultation with Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR) Manager, Mike Hedrick, and with his urging, approved a special youth two-day antlerless-elk hunt on the refuge. Fifteen hunting permits were awarded to youngsters between the ages of 12 to 14 from seventy-seven applicants. For the first time, the Refuge, in partnership with Montana Wildlife Federation and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission, coordinated a youth orientation-education day in conjunction with the hunt. The pre-general hunting season hunt was held on October 23 and 24. This event mirrored a special Kids Fishing Day, held earlier in the summer in partnership with a local chapter of Walleyes Unlimited. 

  As a precursor to the hunt, the Youth Day Orientation on October 18 drew over 20 people including seven of the youth that were lucky to have drawn the special tag. The hands-on tutorial conducted by CMR personnel included a review of Refuge regulations, hunting skills, techniques and ethics, boundaries and animal habits on the Refuge. FWP, Region 6 - Information Officer, Andrew McKean spoke about game hunting regulations, CWD and answered questions. MWF, Vice-president of Internal Affairs, and Hunter Safety Instructor, Ron Moody, gave an informative presentation about firearms, safety and shooting skills. Moody then assisted the youth with sighting in their rifles and honing their shooting skills at the Refuge range. MWF Executive Director, Craig Sharpe, and MWF Conservation Director, Larry Copenhaver provided an afternoon elk burger barbecue and traded good conversation with the youth hunters and their parents. 

  Earlier in the year the FWP Commission citing that there is no better way to build enthusiasm for the outdoors than by teaching the young, also approved a special youth combination sports license free of charge for a Montana resident 12-17 years of age who applies for any hunting license for the first time. The youth combination sports license includes: a conservation license, a fishing license, an upland game bird license, an elk license and a deer license.

  MWF, FWP and CMR personnel recognize the value of providing new positive hunting and outdoor experiences for youth. Studies evaluating social values suggest that youth involved in hunting and outdoor activities are less likely to engage in vandalism and other criminal activities. Young hunters develop conservation values. Today, youth hunting and wildlife related activities are competing with electronic games, the internet, pursuit of careers that offer stable incomes, and are being impacted by the increase of single parent families. Fostering youth hunters and youth outdoor activities is crucial to the future of wildlife conservation. The youth of today are the conservation leaders of tomorrow. u
