Citizens for Conservation

Conservation Round Tables

  Hunters, anglers, wildlife enthusiasts and conservation minded citizens of Montana first organized in the early 1900s in small local hunt clubs, round tables, and discussion groups to talk about how they could restore a wildlife denuded Montana landscape. 

  Then in the 1930s, many of these group leaders and a representation of Montana government officials attended the first North American Wildlife Conference in Washington along with nearly two thousand other delegates from other states. On their return to Montana, these leaders realized the need to bring together individuals, organizations and agencies interested in the restoration and conservation of wildlife resources. Montana Wildlife Federation was born, but the story does not end here. 

  Today, Montana boasts nearly three hundred individual organizations that, in their own capacity, address various issues such as game management, land management, non-game bird watching and monitoring, hunting and fishing related skills, outdoors skills, wildlife education, specific game species, public land access, and many more. 

  In 1983, George Engler, president of a local conservation group, Wildlands and Resources Association in Great Falls made some phone calls inviting leaders of various sportsmen’s groups and conservation organizations to gather for lunch to discuss the upcoming legislature. What began as a friendly conversation  between members of the Medicine River Canoe Club, Montana Bowhunters, the  Upper Missouri Breaks Audubon Society and the Soil Conservation Service evolved into what is now a semi-formal weekly gathering of conservation leaders, the Great Falls Conservation Council. Sometimes up to 35 people join the discussion.

  Since that time, recognizing that many groups exist and that many pursue like-minded work from a common bond in conservation, a few local leaders in two communities have formed conservation round tables or conservation councils, one in Billings and one in Kalispell. These conservation minded folks and organizations gather to share information about current projects and potentially recruit help in accomplishing goals of the individual groups.

  Meeting bi-weekly, the Billings Conservation Round Table is an informal association of 16 organizations. Although the Round Table is association driven, agency personnel are encouraged to attend and participate. This get-together affords the privilege to share information and encourage cooperative efforts. Mike Penfold, current chairman, describes the Round-table as, “extremely useful, especially during legislative years when individual, local legislators bring forward so many fish, wildlife and public land issues that are unknown to the larger  wildlife, hunting and fishing community”.

  The makeup of the Kalispell group, Flathead Conservation Round Table, covers a wider spectrum of conservation interests with 25 participating groups.  In attendance there may be the Montana Native Plan Society, Trout Unlimited, National Rifle Association and MWF affiliate, Flathead Wildlife Incorporated. This round table has recently encountered a polarizing force in a local talk-show host, that has fulminated a visible confrontational attitude in the Flathead listening area toward anyone who expresses pro-conservation

views. The Round Table is making a concerted effort to break the local stereotype/label that conservationists are extremists. Their goal is to create an atmosphere where conversations shift the focus from politics to the issues thus encouraging the return of pro-conservation discussions to the mainstream. 

  The benefit to the state-wide cause of conservation these councils and round tables generate, greatly exceeds what each group can do individually. MWF would be pleased to share information about these councils, their meeting schedules, contact information or assistance in organizing councils in other communities.u
