Affiliate Corner

The MWF 23 local affiliated clubs are critical to the success of the organization and help 
influence wildlife, public land, waterways, and hunting and fishing opportunities across the state. MWF values their input into our policies as they utilize the Federation as a unified state-wide front on conservation issues important to all hunters, anglers, and outdoor recreationists. 

  From Libby in the northwest corner of Montana to Glendive in the Southeast corner, our local affiliates function as the hunting and angling foundation of the community. Most times, cemented by a great appreciation for outdoor activities and a place to shoot, these clubs continue to vocalize and represent Montana’s strong conservation ethic. 

  In this issue we highlight two clubs, our newest affiliate, Park County Rod and Gun Club and our most easterly affiliate, Dawson County Rod and Gun Club. Both have repeatedly mobilized to impose upon elected officials the values of public access, of our fish and wildlife, and to defend against attacks targeting public lands and waters as well as our hunting/angling heritage, especially during the 2007 Legislature. 

Dawson County Rod and Gun

  In 1997, MWF approached local sportsman, Henry Mischel in Glendive, hoping to revive the long-defunct Dawson County Rod and Gun Club. In the momentum resulting from the 1936 North American Wildlife Conference, which saw the birth of both National and Montana Wildlife Federation, efforts were underway to create rod and gun clubs in all 56 Montana counties. Dawson County R&G grew out of that effort in the early 50s. Once upon a time, DCR&GC had a membership roll of hundreds of members and a formal club house. The club dissolved in 1972 when the clubhouse burned to the ground, only to emerge in the late 90s as a result of energetic local sportsmen.

  Area sportsmen and sportswomen gathered hundreds of area signatures to impress upon Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks that community support existed for the purchase of a Conservation Easement on the Brewer Ranch in Powder River County. The relatively newly established Habitat Montana program was barely seven years old when FWP looked at the Brewer Ranch with club urging — now displayed as proof that conservation-based land-use practices can restore both forage and wildlife. In the 1980s, the 40,000-acre spread was leased and grazed continuously throughout spring, summer, and fall. As a result, woody species such as wild roses nearly disappeared, and many acres were infested with cheat grass, an invasive exotic. Then in 1994, the Page-Whitham Land and Livestock Company signed an agreement with Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks that put nearly 18,000 acres of the ranch into a conservation easement. As stipulations demanded in the agreement, the ranch began a rest-rotation livestock grazing system, in which cattle are moved periodically so that grasses in rested areas can flourish. And they did! Over time, native perennials pushed out the exotic plants and wild roses and other shrub species sprung up around stock reservoirs. Cattle weights increased from the additional forage, and wildlife populations flourished in the abundant habitat. Without dedicated sportsmen to step up when issues like these arise, this opportunity would have been lost.

  DCR&GC members have stepped up to gather thousands of signatures for both I-143, the Sportsmen’s Game Farm Reform Ballot Initiative and I-136, the unsuccessful 1998 attempt to revise the outfitter sponsored guaranteed license system. Glendive sportsmen voices were also among the most emphatic in opposing the Montana Stockgrowers’ Montana Wildlife Partnership proposition similar to Colorado that would allow for private merchandising of hunting licenses. “There is a growing trend in some western states where the size of one’s wallet is determining who can afford to enjoy outdoor opportunities including the American tradition of hunting and fishing,” says President Henry Mischel. “This is not only unfair for the general public and we don’t want that here in Montana but it also hamstrings best management practices. Free ranging, wildlife and our fish belong to all the people!” 

  Glendive area sportsmen have been consistent in their efforts. Approached by local landowner, Harold Skartvedt in 2004, who preferred his land remain available to recreationists, the local Walleye’s Unlimited chapter, Mischel and Craig Wagner helped negotiate and procure funds from the Montana Fish and Wildlife Conservation Trust to buy the 71 acres. The small ranch had a high potential for subdivision but instead was purchased with Trust funds, a generous contribution by the landowner and Walleye’s Unlimited.  In April 2006, the FWP Commission voted to adopt the Black Bridge Fishing Access Site, the only FAS in a 53 mile stretch along the Yellowstone River. To show its deep appreciation, landowner Skartvedt was presented with the 2007 MWF Landowner of the Year award. 

  For the past seven years, DCR&GC has strived to preserve public use of Joe’s/Intake Island at the Intake Irrigation diversion on the Yellowstone River. The four square mile parcel owned by the Bureau of Reclamation is being transferred to the private Intake Irrigation Authority and the future of public use was in question. DCR&GC has successfully promoted the concept of maintaining public use of the site, free and open to the public. Considered particularly sensitive, state and federal agencies are considering the construction of a bypass channel around the diversion to provide passage for spawning Pallid Sturgeon which should prove crucial to its survival as a species.

  Glendive has the distinction of having the highest per capita percentage of gun owners in the US, yet the only shooting range is located in Makoshika State Park, located there even preceding its designation as a state park. Plans are moving forward to relocate this local institution under protest from DCR&GC. However, its officers will very likely have a hand in maintaining the new range slated to be built on State School Trust lands five miles outside Glendive. Call President Henry Mischel for more information and a schedule of club meetings at 406-377-8841 or email henrym@midrivers.com

Park County Rod and Gun Club

  In 2003 a concerned sportsman from Livingston called MWF to keep abreast of a legislative attempt to reverse the Sportsmen’s Game Farm Reform Ballot Initiative, I-143. “Sportsmen must absolutely stand up against this assault on the will of the people and the benefits of I-143,” said Lou Goosey. Over the next three years, the relationship with Lou and the Park County Rod and Gun Club grew and PCRGC applied to be MWF’s newest affiliate sportsmen’s club in late 2006, with his son Hayes Goosey at the helm. PCR&GC has a membership of around 600+ members most years. 

  The club is an organization dating back to the beginning of the 20th century as sportsmen were bemoaning the loss of their beloved game animals and recognized the need to restore and conserve wildlife sustaining habitats. Over the past 30 years the club location has changed several times from south of Livingston to the Myer place east of town where it was mostly a skeet range, to the current location northwest of town. As in many Montana communities, the rod and gun club is a center of community activities.

  The current clubhouse and shooting range, located on highly coveted real estate near Livingston, home of upscale bistros, art galleries, and upscale flyshops, is fortunately protected by a 99 year lease. A now deceased deputy sheriff, Ken Maigs, known for bringing local youth into shooting sports, dedicated himself to the community and was determined that it should always have a place to shoot. When the Club lost its range location on the old Myers place, this gun enthusiast secured his legacy and leased his property to PCRGC to the outrage of developers who wished to capitalize on Livingston’s robust growth trend. Even today, the Club fields offers to purchase their lease to the property, which are graciously declined. Thanks to a grant, the Club has completed some much-needed improvements to the facilities. They refurbished the berms on the black powder range, developed a new pistol range and berms, and upgraded the high-powered rifle range. The next project will be automatic trap machines according to Goosey, a many-time state champion trap shooter who sports an MWF cap when in competition.

  As Livingston grows, PCRGC fears that Park County’s character will irreversibly change and its wildlife legacy will be lost as a result.  In the past year the club has become an active participant in Park County Land Planning Board deliberations and recommendations. As a prime example, the recently proposed 11,000 acre high-end Ameya Preserve development just south of Livingston at the head of Paradise Valley will supposedly become a “private National Park” according to developer, Wade Dokken.   PCRGC, along with area biologists, have raised many concerns and opposed a proposal as written to include within the “preserve” two-sections of State School Trust (public) lands which the developer would like to purchase through the Land Banking process. In defense of this rich wintering ground for as many as1200 elk near Bullis Creek, president Hayes Goosey continues to work with MWF and engage DNRC to assure that such a resource is not squandered for an exclusive, private park like paradise. Protests from PCRGC, MWF and others have resulted in DNRC offering amendments to its Environmental Assessment of the project. A solution is yet to be determined by DNRC or the Montana State Board of Land Commissioners that must approve any state land sale.

  Over the years, PCRGC has worked to secure habitat as well as area wildlife and fishing opportunities. According to long-time secretary, Sharon Strub, the club has not just been a shooting range and skeet club at all. As an example she spoke with MWF about a 1970s project when their membership worked to keep the 180 acre Daily Lake, 25 miles south of Livingston, supplied with water. The club negotiated for irrigation water to be diverted to the lake and spent many hours digging and lining canals. Today, Daily Lake functions as a fine walleye, yellow perch, and trout fishery, one of the only Stillwater County opportunities nearby.

  Like many of our rod and gun clubs across Montana, PCRGC stands firm in defense of the wildlife values and their membership’s dedication to equitable, ‘fair chase’ hunting and fishing opportunities. Meetings are held the 4th Monday of every month at 7PM; for more information contact Hayes Goosey at (406)-222-3853 or email him at hgoosey@wispwest.net. 
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