Wildlife Milestones: 1968 – 2005

1968- Estimated elk harvest at 16,000

1971- Montana Environmental Policy Act 

1972- Constitutional Convention and ratification of Montana Constitution, Article IX, Section 1, (1) creating citizens right to a “clean and healthful environment”

        - Lincoln-Scapegoat Wilderness designation 

1973 - Threatened and Endangered Species Act

        - Montana Water Use Act

        - Montana Strip Mining and Reclamation Act

        - Montana Utility Siting Act

1974 - Parks Division of FWP initiates the Fishing Access Site program.

1975 - Montana Natural Streambed and Land Preservation Act. MWF lead organization in its passage.

1976 - Missouri River Breaks, 149 river miles downstream from Fort Benton designated as “National Wild and Scenic Area” by Congress. MWF lead organization in its passage.

        - C. M. Russel National Wildlife Refuge established.  MWF lead sportsmen organization with USFWS

1977 - Grizzly bear studies begin along Rocky Mountain Front to determine impacts of oil and gas exploration

1978 - Great Bear Wilderness designation, hunters and anglers organized by MWF were powerful advocates that helped this area become designated

1980 - Montana population 786,690

1981 - “Bomb the Bob” campaign, MWF partnered with other conservation groups to defeat seismic exploration in the Bob Marshall Wilderness

1983 - Lee Metcalf Wilderness Area designated

1985 - Block Management Program established.

        - Montana Stream Access Act established, efforts lead by MWF and other groups. MWF has since successfully participated in legally fending off three attempts to overturn the Act.

1987 - Legislature passes HB526 setting aside a portion of hunting license revenue, approximately $3 million annually, from hunter license fees for habitat protection known as “Habitat Montana”. MWF acted as principle organization developing the program and organizing bill support for passage.

1988 - Montana elk harvest estimate exceeds 25,000

1989 - River Restoration Act earmarking a portion of fishing license fees for stream habitat restoration. MWF partners with Trout Unlimited to develop the Alliance for Montana Water and an initiative campaign to preserve instream flows for fish and wildlife.

1991 - State Land Access Law – legally accessible school trust land opened to hunters, anglers and recreationists. MWF acted as principle organization for the passage of  legislation that opened 5.2 million acres of state public lands to the public.

       - Legislature establishes third week in September as “Hunting Heritage Week”.

1992- Governor creates Montana Landowner/Sportsman Council. MWF partnered with                  

         FWP to provide participants.

        - First-in-the-nation Governor’s Symposium on North America’s Hunting Heritage

1993 - MWF establishes the James Posewitz Endowment

        - Legislature creates Private Lands/Public Wildlife Advisory Council. MWF has       consistently had board members or associate members on the council since its creation.

1994 - Whirling Disease discovered in Montana

        - Becoming an Outdoors Women Workshop program established. Annually, MWF offers partial scholarships.

        - MWF initiates ‘Keep Public Lands in Public Hands’ campaign

1995 - Legislature passes HB195 establishing new funding for Block Management Program. MWF board members participate on legislative task force.

        - Governor creates Whirling Disease Task Force. MWF board member on task force.

        - Ravalli County Fish and Game Association (MWF affiliate club) wins lawsuit over domestic sheep grazing in prime bighorn habitat

        - MWF participates in legal defense of Clean Water Act

1999- Hunter Permission Law passed Montana legislature. MWF participated on Governor Trespass Consensus Council.

        - Canyon Ferry, Montana Fish and Wildlife Conservation Trust. MWF is the sportsman’s organization responsible for the establishment of this Trust, working with the Montana Congressional delegation.

        - Chronic Wasting Disease discovered on elk game farm near Phillipsburg.

        - MWF symposium, “Privatizing our Wildlife: Common Property in the Public Trust” research funded by MWF resulted in the publication of: ‘Embryo, Not Fossil: Breathing Life into the Public Trust in Wildlife’ 

2000- Citizens-Voter Initiative, I-143 passed reforming game farm regulations.

        - MWF symposium, “Wildlife Health – Peoples Health: What are the risks?”

        - MWF begins work with FWP, National Wildlife Federation and State Sage Grouse Working Group

        - MWF participating sponsor of “Save the Yellowstone River” campaign.

        - MWF participating sponsor of national legislation, “Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA)”.

        - Attorney General opinion on Stream Access: “The public may gain access to streams and rivers by using a public bridge, its 60ft. right-of-way, and its abutments”. The request for the ruling was organized by MWF.

2001- Presidential designation of Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument.

       - MWF symposium, “Montana Hunter, Anglers and Public Wildlife.”

       - HB292, with the support of MWF, passed creating the Fishing Access Enhancement Program.

2002 - MWF initiates statewide Public Access to Public Wildlife and Lands Campaign.

        - MWF conducts public symposium, “Elk Management”.

        - MWF lead organizer of efforts to defeat wildlife privatization measure promoted by Montana Stockgrowers Association.

        - Formation of FWP River Recreation Advisory Council.

2003 - MWF Campaign to Protect the Rocky Mountain Front initiated.

        - MWF conducts first public symposium, “The Rocky Mountain Front: A Wildlife Paradise.”

        - MWF defeats game farm operators legislative attempts to repeal I-143 and implement buy-out program that would have cost hunters and anglers nearly $15 million. 

        - U.S. Supreme Court rejects challenge to rescind Montana Stream Access Law, MWF and collaborative partners have won every challenge of the law.

        - MWF co-sponsors: “Doing it Right for Wildlife: Coal Bed Methane” Conference.

2004 - MWF develops new 5-year Strategic Plan.

        - Rocky Mountain Front, Dept. of the Interior declared an “indefinite” halt to the drilling for natural gas in the Blackleaf area. MWF helped generate nearly 50,000 comments, 99 per cent opposed to drilling.

2005 - MWF and the State of Montana win second game farm “takings” lawsuit against sportsmen initiative I-143. Of 10 other lawsuits filed, MWF and the State have won every case with a ruling.  

       - MWF develops first statewide ‘Monofilament Recovery and Recycling Program.”

- MWF successfully lobbys to establish Block Management, Habitat Montana and Fishing Access Enhancement Programs permanent.

