Visionary Programs Face a Questionable Future

(Part IV) Sunseting Hunting & Fishing Statutes

  The next Montana legislative session, beginning January 2005, may not be in the current scope of concerns for most hunters.  However, several major and “temporary” statutes that affect public hunters, anglers and wildlife habitat programs sunset or expire in 2006.  The significance of this is that the Montana legislature, which convenes every other year, must address these programs at the 2005 session. 

  Montana Wildlife Federation, the largest advocate for hunters and anglers in Montana, and our members are major stakeholders in these statutes and programs. The following article is the fourth of six appearing in Montana Wildlife that explore related issues and the values of these individual statutes and programs.

Weed Management Programtc "Weed Management Program"
  Within the package of Block Management Program (BMP) related statutes that provide incentives for landowners to sign up for the BMP is a program that is often overlooked, at least by sportsmen, the Weed Management Control statute (87-1-264). 

  The statute recognizes that the hunter management and hunting access enhancement programs (Block Management) have successfully encouraged landowners to increase public access to private lands for purposes of hunting, but that increased public access may also contribute to an increase in the spread of noxious weeds on public and private lands. The statute allows the FWP to offer up to 5% in additional incentive payments to landowners who agree to use those payments for specific weed management activities on lands under their control. 

  Over the past 100 years, noxious weeds have spread across the western United States at an alarming rate. Today in Montana, spotted knapweed alone has taken hold on more than five million acres. The infestation of leafy spurge is also a problem. Noxious weeds impact all of us, hunter, angler, outdoor recreationist, landowners, wildlife enthusiasts and more. 

  Hunters have great appreciation for the wildlife habitats provided by all private landowners and we must support programs that improve the habitats on those lands. We must also be good partners with agricultural producers who are good stewards and who would like to manage weeds not only for the benefit of wildlife but for the good of the land. 

  More than likely all the programs linked to the Block Management Program will be reviewed by the legislature as a package. The Private Lands/Public Wildlife Council will also, most likely, be bringing forward some new methodologies to enhance the program. However, MWF believes sportsmen should review each of the components and make comments on those components. 

  Whether you agree or disagree that all of the components of the BMP should be reauthorized in 2005, the Weed Management Control statute (87-1-264) is one component that MWF believes is a positive for landowners and sportsmen. You can help support the program by writing to your legislator before the session convenes January, 2005. u
