I Hunt, I Fish, I Vote
MWF’s I Hunt I Fish I Vote free bumper sticker continues its popularity. “We are getting requests from across the country, mostly from non-members, and we will continue to send them out free as long as the current supply lasts,” said MWF Comptroller, Deb Lane. “A day rarely goes by when we don’t receive several inquiries by email or phone, someone told us they saw one near Capitol Hill (D.C.) last week,” she added.  The sticker captures the non-partisan nature of how sportsmen and our related habitat and wildlife issues should be viewed. 

  To receive a free I Hunt I Fish I Vote! bumper sticker, email or send a note to: MWF, I Vote, PO Box 1175, Helena, MT. 59624, mwf@mtwf.org. 

  Consider this… in 2007, according to estimates by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the excise taxes paid by hunters, anglers, archers, shooters and boaters alone will provide somewhere around $417 million for state fish and wildlife agencies. These taxes are collected on hunting and fishing equipment purchased by between 38 million and 53 million  sportspersons, and outdoors people, democrats, republicans, libertarians, or whatever political affiliation they might have. They are distributed to states for research, conservation programs, education, habitat improvement and protection, public access, hunter safety, wildlife population restoration and programs that reach across the boundaries of the hunter, the non-hunter, the angler and the non-angler. They are the backbone of the most successful wildlife restoration and conservation program on earth. These funds and bi-partisan efforts to ensure our fish and wildlife future in America benefit far more than just hunters and anglers. 

  Writing in ‘Hunting in the 21st Century: its Economics, Politics and Culture’ Huey D. Johnson said, “I believe that hunting needs to be seen as an advocate of a continuing tradition, important to humanity... Hunting must be addressed within the larger context of the environment. By focusing only on the narrow special interests, we lose sight of hunters’ vital role in the greater ecology.”

  To ensure our wildlife, hunting and angling future, we need to deal with both the new dimensions of sociology, as well as the politics of hunting and angling.  We need to pay close attention to the changing political, sociological, and demographic landscape. Perhaps old-school, perhaps visionary - this is what MWF still does.

  For example, on February 22, MWF sponsored a Hunters and Anglers Lobbying Day at the State Capitol rotunda. Conservation minded hunters and anglers and legislators listened to Montana Wildlife Federation president Chris Marchion, Public Lands and Waters Access Association president John Gibson and Orion: The Hunters Institute executive director and ‘fair chase’ author Jim Posewitz.  

  The point to this rally and the focus of this article cannot be captured more accurately than in the statements by Posewitz:  “Hunters and anglers have been doing this on the Montana landscape since before our state was even a Territory. The Montana people have nurtured a conservation ethic that is now five decades beyond a century old.  Over the years this basic (people’s) conservation ethic has had legions of Montana hunters and anglers appearing in their support.  And that is why you assemble today. You assemble to bring the conservation messages of our time to your elected representation. You are part of a legacy that reaches back to the day when the brothers Stuart rode over Monida Pass in October of 1857 – one hundred and fifty years ago this October.  You have come a long way, you have come to the right place, and you have come for a noble purpose. “

  Critical issues such as energy development, stream and bridge access, funding for federal land-management agencies such as the US. Forest Service, funding for state fish and wildlife agencies, tax incentives for habitat protection and Farm Bill conservation programs, wildlife health, public access to public and private land, climate change – all affect hunters and anglers — and we can take great pride in what we have accomplished. 

  Nevertheless, hunters and anglers cannot let down our guard or avoid politics – we hunt, we fish, we vote. “We cannot allow narrow ideologies or partisanship to transform elected representatives into political lemmings incapable of the independent thought our diverse interests require,” says Posewitz.  “We cannot simply sit by while special interest groups prowl the corridors of our state Capitol’ intent on commercializing and privatizing the fish and wildlife Montana people have nurtured and restored.” 

  Montana Wildlife Federation is on the front lines.  We are stepping forward with rallies at the Capitol, with members engaging their local legislators on their home turf, with a legislative lobbyist and staff meeting legislators to craft measures that ensure our wildlife, our wild landscapes and the hunting and fishing future for our children.  

  On the eve of another legislative session closure, MWF, our members and our affiliate clubs extend our thanks to legislators who have contributed hundreds of our hours to Montana, often working from sun-up into the darkness  - long after most of us have gone home. We thank those that have worked so hard and consider our wildlife legacy without partisan allegiance, and who promote balanced resolutions to difficult issues.  MWF has built many constructive and lasting relationships with legislators on measures such as the Bridge Access Partnership Bill SB78 and we look forward to greater collaboration.

  The political influence that hunters and anglers have fought for, earned and built will be tested. Forged in the unity of our hunting ancestry, Montana Wildlife Federation will continue to proudly represent and empower sportsmen, sportswomen and outdoor enthusiasts. We vow to work across the aisle and to enlist decision makers from all parties. We remain steadfast in our commitment to leave for all people a living legacy. tc "I Hunt, I Fish, I Vote"
