Alien Species—The Threat is Real
Today aquatic invasive species are staging a genuine alien invasion.  “Some invasive aquatic species are already established here and recent discoveries suggest others may not be far behind,” said Eileen Ryce, FWP aquatic nuisance species coordinator. 

  “The invasive quagga mussel was just discovered in the Colorado River system including lakes Mead, Mohave and Havasu. This is the first evidence of this species in the West,” Ryce said. This invasive mussel, which is established in Nevada, California, and Arizona, is also now a threat to the Columbia River Basin.  

  Experts say that other waters within Nevada may be infested as a result of fish transplants from an infected hatchery. 

  “This discovery is a red alert for Montana to step up our vigilance,” Ryce said. Early detection and isolation is essential to controlling and possibly eradicating of aquatic invaders.

  Quagga mussels are related to the zebra mussel, another invasive species. Like the zebra mussel, it grows in dense colonies and clings to hard surfaces. These invaders can clog pipelines, damage machinery such as boat engines, harm fishery resources, and befoul bodies of water with waste. In time, they may permanently alter a lake’s ecosystem. In the past ten years more than three billion dollars have been spent in the Great Lakes Basin mitigating problems caused by zebra mussels alone.

  “The quagga mussel is very worrisome because it can spread more broadly than the zebra mussel. It can attach to hard and soft surfaces, while the zebra mussel only attaches to hard surfaces,” Ryce said.

  Ryce said boaters, anglers and others who recreate around water are the first line of defense in protecting Montana’s waters.

  “People who recreate on the water must take preventive measures to protect our waters and prevent the further spread of alien species. They are also in the best position to report the activities of others that could threaten the health of our waters,” she said.

  New populations of invasive species may be present for two to three years before they are discovered. The best defense is to treat all bodies of water as potentially contaminated, especially when traveling from out-of-state into Montana.

  To ensure that you are part of the solution, not the problem:

wDrain all water from your watercraft before leaving the immediate area of a lake or reservoir

wRemove all weeds, mud or attached organisms from boat, trailer, jet skis and other recreational craft

wAlways dispose unwanted bait in the trash, never bring live bait into Montana 

wWash the exterior of your boat and trailer with hot water under high pressure

wRinse and clean live wells, use hot soapy water or a weak bleach solution 

wAllow boat to dry in between trips to different water bodies; ideally for five days

wNEVER move live fish, aquatic invertebrates or plants from one body of water to another.  It is unlawful to release aquarium or bait fish into Montana waters.

wReport any potential sightings of zebra or quagga mussels immediately to the Montana FWP ANS coordinator at 406-444-2449. If possible, collect a sample, place it in a jar or plastic baggie and note specific location and date.

wTell neighbors and friends about the importance of preventing the spread of aquatic nuisance species.

  Montana is already home to some aquatic alien species. New Zealand mudsnails are found in the Yellowstone, Madison, Missouri, Big Hole, Ruby, and Big Horn rivers among others. Whirling disease, an invasive parasite, is in many waters in Montana and throughout the West.

  For a list of known invasive aquatic species and their locations, see the FWP web site at fwp.mt.gov and search for aquatic nuisance species.tc "Alien Species—The Threat is Real"
