[image: image2.png]


  M O N T A N A   W I L D L I F E F E D E R A T I O N  

www.montanawildlife.org
Protecting Montana’s wildlife, land, waters, hunting and fishing heritage since 1936

January 11, 2010

​​Dear Montana Conservation Leader: 
The Montana Wildlife Federation 75thAnnual Meeting in Helena, April 16, 17, and 18 is quickly approaching. This letter is being sent to ask for your assistance, and also to let you know that we sincerely hope you will take the time to join us in Helena this year; in the weeks ahead we will be sending a special invitation and meeting agenda.

Those of us who spend many hours of our time in defense of wildlife, conservation, hunting, fishing and the environment too often don't stop to recognize the contributions of others. MWF has for the past 30 years tried to take a 'time out' and annually recognize the contributions of individuals and organizations that have done outstanding work on behalf of wildlife and conservation. We do this through our annual "MWF Conservation Awards" program. In giving our awards each year, we reach out to conservation leaders across the state, both within our organization and outside of it, to help us locate the best recipients for the variety of awards that are presented.  This is a process of recognition that is personally rewarding for the recipient and is extraordinarily important for conservation, wildlife, and building a legacy for all generations.

I am writing to ask for your help and your thoughts on our 2010 Conservation Awards.  As a Montana conservation leader and activist, you have a better idea than most about who is doing the best work on behalf of wildlife conservation.  Please look over the enclosed list of possible Award categories, and submit form(s) to us of those individual(s) or organization(s) that you believe deserving of recognition this year.

The awards will be presented at our Annual Meeting in Helena at our Awards Luncheon.  Your contribution through this process would be greatly appreciated.

Should you decide to nominate someone or an organization, please return your nomination form(s) in the enclosed envelope by March 15, 2010.
Selection of award winners is made by the MWF Awards Committee based upon nominations submitted.  Our goal is to locate, and reward with public recognition, those individuals and organizations who exemplify the conservation qualities and standards upon which each award is based.

I sincerely hope that you will engage in this nomination process and assist us by nominating any individual(s) or organization(s) which in your estimation meet the criteria established for a specific award. I have enclosed a nomination form for your use.  Instructions and the list of awards which are annually presented are included with this mailing. Should you wish to nominate more than one individual for one or several awards, please feel free to copy the enclosed form. Electronic files are available for download on our website: www.montanawildlife.org or by email request: mwf@mtwf.org. You may submit nominations electronically to mwf@mtwf.org.

Sincerely,
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Grover B. “Tim” Aldrich

President
  

                  P.O. Box 1175, Helena, Montana 59624  tel: 406-458-0227 fax: 406-458-0373  email: mwf@mtwf.org

AWARD NOMINATIONS

2010 PROCESS

  Annually the MWF gives public recognition through our Conservation Awards to individuals and organizations who have exemplified the principals of wildlife conservation that we stand for as a federation. Award winners come from all over Montana, and your participation in the process is crucial to recognition of the best-qualified candidates.

1.
Awards List: Enclosed is a list of the annual awards presented by the Federation to individuals involved in exemplary conservation work during the year.  Awards are presented at the Annual Meeting on April 17, 2010.

Deadline for Nominations- the deadline for receiving nominations this year is March 15, 2010.

The necessary forms and instructions are included in this package.

Electronic versions of the award nomination form and awards list are available on our website – www.montanawildlife.org or email your request to mwf@mtwf.org.

Montana Wildlife Federation Conservation Awards

NOMINATION DEADLINE: March 15, 2010
- NOMINEE -

NAME AND TITLE OF NOMINEE:___________________________________________________________

Street Address:____________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________Email Address (if available):________________________________
Award Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
(Please specify the award for which the nomination is made.  Use a separate nomination form for each category and for each individual or group nominated.)

- NOMINATOR -

Recommended By (Name + Title): ______________________________________________________________

Occupation: ______________________________________________________________________

Street Address:____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number. (____) _______________________Email Address:___________________________
Name of Member Club (if applicable):__________________________________________________
Date of Nomination: ________________________________________________________________
Preparation Instructions

On separate sheet(s) of paper please answer the following questions about the person or group you are nominating.

1)
How has the person or organization contributed to improving Montana' s natural resources or the cause of wildlife conservation?

2)
Please give examples of past efforts by the person/organization which demonstrate a consistent history of commitment to conservation.  Be specific and provide dates.

3)   
How will the person/organization continue to further the cause of conservation in the future?

To nominate, send 2 copies of this form (photocopies acceptable) and all attachments by March 15, 2010 to: AWARDS NOMINATIONS, Montana Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624 or you may submit electronically to mwf@mtwf.org.
Montana Wildlife Federation 2010 Call For Nominations
Nominations are being solicited for the Montana Wildlife Federation's 2010 Conservation Awards.  These awards are given annually to promote and recognize significant efforts towards the conservation of Montana's wildlife and other natural resources.  The Awards will be presented at the MWF Annual Meeting in Helena on April 17, 2010.

Any Montana citizen or organization is eligible.  Nominees, or those submitting nominations, are not required to be members of the MWF.  The Montana Wildlife Federation reserves the right to withhold an award if a suitable candidate is not nominated.

MONTANA CONSERVATION HERITAGE AWARD ***NEW AWARD starting in 2010***

An individual who has demonstrated an outstanding lifetime of dedication to conserve the wildlife and wild lands and waters of Montana in harmony with the conservation mission of Montana Wildlife Federation. This award recognizes the high caliber and enduring commitment of the recipient's voluntary public service which is considered by MWF to be above and beyond the call of ordinary citizenship to a degree that is considered 'Civic Heroism' by MWF.

DON ALDRICH - CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR

The outstanding conservation effort in Montana of an individual for the previous year. Selection will be based on the scope and amount of personal commitment to the conservation of Montana's natural resources relevant to the Montana Wildlife Federation.

FRED CARVER SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR

The MWF affiliate club member who has contributed most significantly to the promotion of club activities and sportsmen's interest.

LES PENGELLY CONSERVATION PROFESSIONAL

Professional conservationist providing the most significant conservation achievement in Montana for the previous year.  This achievement will include fish and wildlife management, forest, air, or soil management.

YOUTH CONSERVATIONIST

The youth who has demonstrated outstanding ability, leadership, and accomplishments in natural resource conservation.  Youth groups working together in a conservation program are also eligible.  Limited to youths that have not reached the age of 21 during the contest year.

CONSERVATION EDUCATOR

Individual who has shown outstanding achievement in educating others in natural resource conservation.  Education process may be formal or informal of persons at any age level.  May be leadership which, by example or demonstration, aids in the natural resource education of others.

CONSERVATION COMMUNICATOR

For outstanding achievement in effectively conveying the natural resource conservation message and creating public awareness of conservation issues in the news media.

CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

The organization which has most effectively promoted natural resource conservation in Montana.

CONSERVATION LEGISLATOR

The legislator with exceptional achievement and efforts in support of sound natural resource conservation in Montana.

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
  In special recognition of an individual committed to improved landowner/sportsmen relations.
SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

In special recognition of an individual's outstanding work, dedication and contribution to legislative lobbying efforts that promote the conservation of wildlife, wildlife habitat, and continued public recreational opportunity.

HOLMQUIST SPORTSMEN'S ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

In special recognition of an individual sportsman or woman whose efforts has contributed immeasurably to

the preservation of Montana’s hunting and fishing heritage.

SPECIAL LANDOWNER AWARD
That landowner who, through his/her efforts, has established cooperation and bridges of communication with sportsmen and women, and promoted the conservation of wildlife on their private land.

MWF AFFILIATE OF THE YEAR 

The MWF affiliate club that has contributed most significantly to the promotion of sportsmen’s interests, natural resource conservation and the Mission of MWF.

OUTFITTER OF THE YEAR
Outfitter or outfitting business that provides exemplary services enhancing the public’s ability to equitably enjoy the resources held in common by all people.
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